
DIY Non-Human Collector – Unravel 

Materials 
• Fabric scissors 

• ~ 30-50 cm2 fine-knitted fabric. This could be part of an old T-shirt or bedsheet. You 

recognize a knitted fabric through its ability to stretch and the small V shapes the 

yarns make in the pattern. It is important to use a biodegradable material (cotton, 

viscose, wool, linen), as the non-human collector might lose material in the process, 

which is left in nature.  

• Something to mark your fabric (pin, chalk, marker, ?) 

• For a neat finish: needle & thread (or use a sewing or lock machine). 

 

 

 

 



Explanation 
How to rip the fabric: 

 

How to arrive at a single row: 

 

How to unravel: 

 

 

 



How to finish: 

 

Steps 
1. Cut the desired size of fabric. Pay attention to the direction of the knit (rows 

horizontal). When using a T-shirt, cut off the side seams, but keep the hem at the 

bottom for tying the probe to your arm or leg.  

2. Now you fold the fabric in half (horizontally so that all rows are folded), and you mark 

with a pin/chalk/marker about 5 cm away from the fold on both sides. This creates a 

space between the two edges of the fabric that keeps the unravelled parts together to 

form the probe.  

 

3. You make small cuts above the hem and rip until the markings. 

 

4. To enable unravelling, you need to arrive at a single row. This is easier when you rip 

the fabric from a small cut. Then you go over the fabric to move out small pieces and 

try to unravel by starting at one side and pulling a string until it gets stuck. When this 

happens, it means that there is at least one more row stuck above the one you were 

trying to unravel. First, unravel the row above. You continue doing that until you can 

pull off the string of one row without interruptions of rows above. 



5. Now unravel on each side of the fold until the marking and do this until there is about 

5 cm of fabric (horizontally) left to finish and tie around your leg or arm when using 

the probe.  

6. When you want to use the probe more often, I suggest you lock the material to keep 

it from fraying by roughly stitching it by hand or by using the zigzag function on a 

sewing machine or using a lock machine.  

Use 
Place the unravelled probe at the back of your lower leg or lower arm and tie the ends 

together at the top and the bottom.   

Go to a natural environment walk around, explore and (subconsciously) gather non-human 

materials in the unravelled probe.  

Analyse after the exploration what you have collected. Reflect on how your action of walking 

in that area and possibly crushing and displacing non-human (materials) affected the 

ecosystem. What did you do to support the ecosystem? What did you do to (unintentionally) 

harm it? How can you help it? 
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