
DIY Non-Human Collector – Punchneedle 

Materials 
• Fabric scissors 

• Punchneedle 

• Yarn that fits the thickness of the punch needle. I advise using wool, as it has more 

fluff to which more non-human aspects tend to stick, but cotton works too. Please 

use a biodegradable material, as tiny particles of this probe might end up in nature. 

• Embroidery hoop  20 cm or more 

• ~ 30 cm2 woven fabric (make sure it is at least 5 cm larger in diameter than the 

embroidery hoop). You recognize a woven fabric through its inability to stretch. It is 

important to use a biodegradable material (cotton, viscose, wool, linen), as the non-

human collector might lose material in the process, which is left in nature.  

• To make it into a kneecap: 30 cm of elastic band or two strips of fabric (30 cm) to tie 

and a needle & thread (or use a sewing machine). 

• For a fast alternative: to avoid punchneedling the texture yourself, use a textured 

(biodegradable!) fabric instead. This can be an old towel, a piece of carpet, etc. 

 

 

Explanation 
How to put the fabric in the embroidery hoop: 



 

How to thread the punchneedle: 

 



 

 

How to punchneedle: 

 



 

Steps 
1. Cut the desired size of fabric. (When using a textured fabric instead, finish the 

material properly by zigzagging/locking around the fraying edges. Skip to step 7.) 

2. Place the fabric in the embroidery hoop. 

3. Thread the punch needle. 

4. Start to punchneedle in a desired pattern (a spiral suffices, but feel free to 

experiment). You best place your finger on the loop you make when pulling the 

needle out of the fabric and slide the needle to the next point to make a new loop. 

This ensures the yarn is pulled through the needle and not again out of the fabric. 

Continue punchneedling until the area on the fabric is of a size that can support a 

knee (if you want to use it as a knee pad).  

5. Cut off the yarn. 

6. Take the fabric out of the embroidery hoop.  

7. For a neat finish, cut the excess fabric and lock it with a zigzag stitch to prevent 

fraying. 

8. (Attach the elastic or strings by stitching them together (possibly with the sewing 

machine)). 

Use 
Place the punchneedle probe under your knee or tie it to it when you attach strings or an 

elastic band.   

Go to a natural environment walk around, explore, and (subconsciously) gather non-human 

materials in the kneecap.  

Analyse after the exploration what you have collected. Reflect on how your action of walking 

in that area and possibly crushing and displacing non-human (materials) affected the 

ecosystem. What did you do to support the ecosystem? What did you do to (unintentionally) 

harm it? How can you help it? 
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