
DIY Non-Human Collector – Crochet & Unraveling 

Materials 
• Fabric scissors 

• 4.5 mm crochet hook (slightly bigger or smaller is not problematic (4-6 mm)) 

• Cotton yarn that is a ply of multiple strands that can be unravelled (mine consists of 

11 strands plied together, which is fit for a crochet hook of 4-6 mm). It is important to 

use a biodegradable material, as the non-human collector will lose material in the 

process, which is left in nature. I used recycled cotton. It is possible to use multiple 

leftover yarns for this project, as long as they are biodegradable and have similar 

yarn weights. 

 

Explanation 
How to make a starting loop: 

  

How to make a chain: 



 

How to single crochet: 

 

How to treble crochet: 



 

How to finish the crocheting: 

 

 

How to cut, attach and unravel strings: 

 

 

Steps 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Make a starting loop in the yarn (about 10 cm away from the end). 

2. Crochet a chain of 130 (row 1 in the table). 

3. Make 25 single crochets, followed by 80 treble crochets and another 25 single 

crochets (row 2 in the table). Turn the work horizontally so that you can continue 

crocheting in the same direction for the next row. 

4. Make 130 single crochets (row 3 in the table). 

5. Finish the crocheting by making a single chain stitch, make the loop big, and cut it. 

Pull away the yarn that is left. 

6. Measure how long you want the strings to be and fold along that length 40 or 80 

times. 40 times allows for a single circle around the leg, 80 for a double, which will 

catch, but also cost more material.  

7. Cut the strings. 

8. Attach the strings to the treble crocheted stitches. 

9. Unravel the strings into the separate threads of which the yarn is composed. 

 



Use 
Wrap the crocheted part twice around your leg and use the single crocheted ends to make a 

knot. 

Make sure the strings are touching the ground when walking. 

Go for a walk and maybe explore rough areas to gather non-human materials in the strings.  

Analyse after the walk what you have collected. Reflect on how your action of walking 

through that area and displacing non-humans (materials) affected the ecosystem. What did 

you do to support the ecosystem? What did you do to (unintentionally) harm it? How can you 

help it? 
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